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The Shimada Grand Festival, a gorgeous picture scroll from the Genroku era

The Obi Festival, or "sash festival", is one of the three eccentric festivals in Japan. The festival is held at Oi
Shrine, where the enshrined kami (god) is worshipped for protecting the Oi River and ensuring easy childbirth.
The festival has continued since 1695, and is held in October, once every three years. The festival's procession
consists of daimyo (feudal lords) in the lead, trailed by senior followers carrying obi sashes of gold-brocaded
satin damask on long swords, a spear covered with a feather decoration for warding off evil spirits, children
dressed as lords, a portable shrine weighing about 400 kg, and a procession made up of more than a thousand
people performing Kashima Odori and Nagauta Yatai Odori dances to pray for protection from plague and an
abundant harvest. The procession marches through Shimada-juku, a station of the old Tokaido road.
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